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Ave Maria
D E S H A E  E .  L OT T

palms touching, eyes closed, head enswathed:
her fluid porcelain lines and curves
an elegant, understated testament
to the power of prayer,
steadfast love, and faith

eleven inches of pristine glazed white clay
my nurse did not heed,
and I mistook as negatory
until you gathered shattered parts and glue
reforming your mother’s Madonna
from puzzle pieces
I might have thrown away

the gaping hole at the Virgin’s heart,
the new jagged lines across her chest,
and the split rosary strand
you re-draped around her neck
all the more vivified, for you,
infrangible ideals and memories
that could not be replaced

weathered yet still standing
now six years on the corner shelf,
the figurine has grown on me:
a cherished and comforting reminder of
my kind mother-in-law
who bore and raised a son who steadfastly
perceives beauty despite brokenness,
protects the vulnerable,
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perseveres through what’s formidable,
grieving and forgiving
and forgiving and forgiving
and loving
through each unanticipated episode where
the help hurts,
the partner deteriorates,
the plot twists

this icon of love and forbearance
opens and lifts me up
with its legacies of gentle strength — 
the mother of Jesus,
the mother of you — 
and a living embodiment:
you, you, you

“There are only two mistakes 
one can make along the road to truth; 

not going all the way, 
and not starting.”

B u d d h a
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